


 
MINNESOTA COOPERATIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE 

RESEARCH UNIT 
 

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
200 HODSON HALL; 1980 FOLWELL AVENUE 

ST. PAUL, MN  55108-6124 
(612) 624-3421    (612) 625-5299 (fax) 

coopunit@tc.umn.edu 
 

 
29 August 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr. George Fenwick 
President 
American Bird Conservancy 
P.O. Box 249 
The Plains, VA 20198-2237 
 
Mr. Fenwick: 
 
Dr. Jeffery Larkin provided me with a copy of your Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 
(LSOHC).proposal and asked that I provide a letter summarizing how that proposal relates to the 
research that my students and I have engaged in regarding golden-winged warblers, other forest 
birds, and American woodcock in Minnesota and the western Great Lakes region.  As 
summarized in your proposal, Minnesota harbors significant portions of the global golden-winged 
warbler population.  In addition, Minnesota supports a host of forest bird species, including a 
significant portion of the U.S. American woodcock population.  As such, Minnesota has an 
important stewardship responsibility for these and other forest birds, and providing suitable 
habitat for these species will help encourage their continued presence in Minnesota forests. 
 
Our work with golden-winged warblers, other forest songbirds, American woodcock, and forest-
nesting raptors over the past 2 decades has provided considerable information about bird-habitat 
relations in Minnesota and other forested portions of the western Great Lakes region.  An 
interesting thread through much of our forest bird work has been that many forest birds rely on a 
variety of land-cover types throughout the breeding season.  For example, ovenbirds, which were 
thought to use primarily mature forest during the breeding season, also use early successional 
cover types and areas with shrubby vegetation once young leave nests.  Conversely, golden-
winged warblers, birds thought to rely heavily on early successional forest, both nest in relatively 
mature forest, and use those forests to raise their young.  Northern goshawks and red-shouldered 
hawks both nest in relatively older forest, but also rely on prey associated with younger forests or 
edges between cover types.  Overall, and perhaps not surprisingly, it appears that a mix of forest 
cover types are used by many forest birds, and landscapes that provide a mix of cover types are 
important from a management perspective to Minnesota’s wildlife. 
 
Focus on golden-winged warbler habitat in Minnesota likely benefits a variety of forest bird 
species, and some of the results of our research can help guide habitat management for this 



 
 

 
species and other birds that share their habitats.  Should your LSOHC proposal be funded, we 
look forward to working with you to help maximize the positive impact of your activities on 
golden-winged warblers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
David E. Andersen 
Leader, MN Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit 
612 626-1222 
dea@umn.edu
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